Description of Hawaiian Monk Seal Habitat: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Multi-pool indoor complex containing approximately 1 million gallons of artificial salt water. The presentation pool contains approximately 578,000 gallons and the dimensions are 80’x35’x28’. At each end of the exhibit pool, there is artificial rock and shallow
areas varying in water depth. A slide out/beaching area for the animals is located center pool.

Underwater niches house hydrophones and underwater speakers. Environmental enrichment
opportunities (water and air jets) were included in the pool design. Metal halide lights and to a
degree natural lighting are used to closely duplicate the animal’s natural light cycle as well as
providing visibility of the animals for zoo visitors. Zoo guests are able to view the seals through
underwater windows in the Great Hall. Additional viewing is provided in the stadium where
bleacher seating is available and guests are able to observe the seals through eight acrylic panels
surrounding the front of the exhibit. Access to the stadium is by two stairwells leading from the
Great Hall and an additional stairwell on the monorail side. A visitor elevator also provides
access to the stadium levels for people who may require assistance. Public access to the stadium
is at designated times throughout the day when the stadium is monitored by volunteers and staff.

There are speakers located in the Great Hall, Stadium, and underwater trainer viewing areas to
carry sounds generated from the hydrophones (when operational) and to broadcast interpretive
programming from the stadium. 

A series of channels and gates connect the presentation pool to the adjacent holding pools that
are also interconnected. Animal control gates facilitate animal management and water tight gates allow for manipulation of water levels. There are three holding pools: east (MM3) 188,000 gallons, 45x32x16’; west (MM2) 193,000 gallons, 45x32’16’ with a slide out and the medical pool, 11,000 gallons, 16x18x8’. The medical pool is the only pool that can be completely isolated from the rest of the system. A track above the medical pool houses an electric hoist that can be used to lift or lower animals from the holding pools and/or in and out of the building.  Non-skid decks surround the complex. The east and west pool each have an underwater viewing window for staff use. 
The pools were modified for the Hawaiian Monk Seals in 2015. 
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