Lethal take:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Intentional lethal take of marine mammals is requested in circumstances where euthanasia is determined as the appropriate course of action for the humane treatment of ESA-listed marine mammals, as described in the methods section above.  
Unintentional mortality or serious injury is possible as a result of the proposed research and enhancement activities.  Many of the activities will be conducted on compromised individuals; therefore, mortalities may be expected.   For emergency response enhancement activities, accidental mortality of non-target animals has been requested on Take Table 1.   All attempts are made to reduce the chance of non-target animals being impacted by emergency response activities, and especially for the risk of serious injury or mortality to non-target animals.  However, given the unpredictability of response activities, we are requesting accidental mortalities.  Two situations where accidental mortality could possibly occur are: 1) if there is a stampede of pinnipeds during a rescue of a distressed animal, although we would attempt to only conduct rescue activities when there were few other animals nearby, or the risk of a reaction from those animals was deemed to be minimal; and 2) during the capture of an entangled small cetacean if an associated (non-entangled) animal was also accidentally captured and drowned, although mitigation that would apply would be to deploy the capture net only when the target animal was alone and if that could not be avoided (e.g., cow-calf pairs) to have dedicated response personnel to the non-target animal as well.  For research activities, including health assessment studies, accidental mortality has been requested on Take Table 2.  
If an animal dies incidental to a permitted activity, a necropsy will be conducted to ascertain the cause of death and to collect tissue samples.   The method of carcass disposal will vary and will be based upon the chemicals used on the animal (if any) and other logistics.  The MMHRSP PEIS reviews options for carcass disposal methods (Section 2.1.2, page 2-5), potential impacts on the environment (Section 4.2.2, pg. 4-12), and mitigation of those impacts (Section 5.2.2, pg. 5-3).

