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1) Blue Whale Recovery Plan (1998)
a.  The main objective that is relevant to this permit application is Section 6.0: Maximize Efforts to Acquire Scientific Information from Dead, Stranded, and Entangled Blue Whales
b. Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled blue whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
(1) 1.1 Determine stock structure of blue whales using genetic analyses
(2) 3.3 Improve knowledge of blue whale feeding ecology (direct diet sampling through stomach content analyses, stable isotopes)
(3) 4.1 Identify areas where ship collisions with blue whales might occur (detection of ship strike through necropsy)
(4) 4.3. Reduce or eliminate injury and mortality caused by fisheries and fishing gear
(5) 4.4 Conduct studies of environmental pollution that may affect blue whale populations and their habitat
2) Fin Whale Recovery Plan (2010)
a. The main objective that is relevant to this permit application is Section 8.0 Maximize Efforts to Acquire Scientific Information from Dead, Stranded, and Entangled or Entrapped Fin Whales.
b. Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled fin whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
(1) 2.1 Support existing studies and initiate new studies to investigate population discreteness and population structure of fin whales using genetic analyses
(2) 5.5 Improve knowledge of fin whale feeding ecology
(3) 6.3 Investigate and reduce mortality and serious injury from vessel collisions
(4) 6.4 Conduct studies of environmental pollution that may affect fin whale populations and their prey
3) Humpback Whale Recovery Plan (1991)
a.  The main objectives that are relevant to this permit application are: 
(1) 2.211. Improve reporting of entangled whales and rescue them when possible
(2) 2.22 Evaluate impact on humpback whales from collisions with ships or boats
(3) 3.512 identify and quantify causes of natural mortality in juvenile and adult humpback whales
b. Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled humpback whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
(1) 1.4 Monitor parasite load, biotoxins, and anthropogenic contaminant level in tissues of whales and their prey
(2) 2.2 Continue to identify sources and rates of human-induced injury and mortality and use information to reduce those factors
(3) 3.51 Examine rates of birth, survivorship and mortality
(4) 3.5233 Utilize genetic techniques
4) North Atlantic Right Whale Recovery Plan  (2005)
a) The main objectives that are relevant to this permit application are:
a. 1.2.12-17 Disentanglement - When possible and practicable in terms of safety, disentangle whales caught in fishing gear
b. 4.6.1-10 Respond to strandings
c. 4.9.3 Conduct studies to assess health at the individual and population level
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled North Atlantic right whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 1.1.36 Monitoring – continue to review and evaluate stranding and photo-identification data for evidence of collision between ships and whales
b. 1.2.8 Continue, expand, and improve procedures for responding to reports of entangled whales
c. 1.2.18 Monitor entanglement-related injury and mortality rates
d. 1.2.21 Review and evaluate stranding data and photo-identification data to monitor rates and effects of interactions with fishing gear, and assess effectiveness of mitigation measures
e. 3.3.8 Conduct studies of individual health and body condition as they may be related to accumulated contaminants
f. 3.4 Conduct studies to improve knowledge of the diet, food requirements, feeding habits, and food resources of right whales
g. 4.8.1 Conduct genetic studies to assess population structure, effective population size, current and historic genetic diversity and possible impacts on health and reproductive success
5) North Pacific Right Whale Recovery Plan (2013)
a) The main objective that is relevant to this permit application is 5.6 Make every effort necessary to necropsy any stranded North Pacific right whale to determine cause of death.
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled North Pacific right whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 5.1 Investigate and, if medium or high ranked threat, reduce injury and mortality caused by anthropogenic noise
b. 5.2 Investigate and, if medium or high ranked threat, reduce mortality and serious injury from vessel collisions
c. 5.2.2 Maintain a record of any ship strikes
d. 5.3 Investigate the impacts of contaminants and pollutants on North Pacific right whales and seek strategies to reduce any impacts found to be detrimental to North Pacific right whales and their habitat.
e. 5.4 Investigate the impacts of marine debris, including fishing gear entanglement, on North Pacific right whales
6) Sei Whale Recovery Plan (2011)
a) The main objective that is relevant to this permit application is 5.0, Maximize efforts to Acquire Scientific Information from Dead, Stranded, and Entangled Sei Whales
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled sei whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 3.1 Opportunistically collect biopsy samples in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans
b. 3.3 Perform genetic analyses on preserved samples
c. 4.2 Opportunistically collect data on injury and mortality caused by fisheries and fishing equipment
d. 4.3 Opportunistically collect data on mortality and serious injury from vessel collisions
7) Sperm Whale Recovery Plan (2010) 
a) The main objective that is relevant to this permit application is 8.0 Maximize Efforts to Acquire Scientific Information from Dead, Stranded, Entangled, and Entrapped Sperm Whales
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled sperm whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 5.5 Improve knowledge of sperm whale feeding ecology
b. 6.3.2 Conduct studies on individual health and body condition as they may be related to accumulated contaminants
8) Southern Resident Killer Whale Recovery Plan (2008)
a) The main objectives that are relevant to this permit application are: 
a. 2.1.3 Develop strategies to deter killer whales from entering spilled oil.
b. 2.2 Monitor and minimize the risk of infectious diseases in Southern resident killer whales
c. 4 Respond to killer whales that are stranded, sick, injured, isolated, pose a threat to the public, or exhibit nuisance behaviors
d. B.6.5 Evaluate the potential for disease
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled Southern resident killer whales that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 5.1.2 [Transboundary] stranding response coordination
b. B.4.1 Assess the health of population members
c. B.6.3.1 Determine contaminant levels in the Southern residents and other killer whale communities in the northeastern Pacific
9) Hawaiian Monk Seal Recovery Plan (2007)
a) The main objectives that are relevant to this permit application are 
a. 2.1 Continue programs that facilitate the disentanglement of animals; and 
b. 4.1.4 Continue to examine sick animals in the NWHI and MHI to determine cause(s) of disease and to treat them appropriately.
c. 6.1.5 Mitigate mortality by removing hooks from seals
d. 7.3 Treat injuries, where and when feasible
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled Hawaiian monk seals that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 4.2 When data is sufficient, determine the associations between reproductive failure, survival, and infectious diseases.
b. 4.3 Maintain current disease monitoring programs
c. 5.4.4 Maintain current contingency plan to deal with environmental disasters
d. 9.1 Develop contingency plan to manage a biotoxin die off in monk seals, considering possible steps to detect, capture, and rehabilitate monk seals that are affected by biotoxins
e. 9.2 Develop an appropriate and sensitive assay for biotoxins and metabolites in tissue of monk seals and prey species
f. 10.2.2 Establish a trained, well-equipped emergency response team to evaluate and potentially treat Hawaiian monk seal during and after an event
g. 11.1 Continue collection of samples from seal and prey species and banking of samples for potential contaminant monitoring
10) Steller Sea Lion Recovery Plan (2008)
a) The main objectives that are relevant to this permit application are 
a. 4.1.4 Evaluate causes of mortality by examining dead and live animals of all age and sex classes. 
b. 4.3.4 Expand the stranding network to increase samples of killer whales available for research
c. 5.3.1 Continue and expand the Alaska stranding network to increase coastal coverage and community involvement in monitoring sea lion mortality.
d. 5.3.2. Survey selected areas for dead stranded animals. 
e. 5.3.3 Expand tissue sampling efforts to improve the information obtained from dead sea lions. 
f. 5.3.4 Monitor the incidence and impact of entanglement in marine debris
b) Additionally, data and samples obtained from stranded and entangled Steller sea lions that are collected and analyzed under this permit may provide information for the following objectives:
a. 1.2 Estimate vital rates
b. 1.3 Monitor health, body condition, and reproductive status
c. 2.3 Estimate prey consumption and essential characteristics of marine habitat
d. 3.1.2 Monitor and evaluate incidental take in non-commercial fisheries
e. 3.2.1. Monitor intentional take via shoreline surveys for carcasses near suspected conflict “hotspots” and by encouraging reporting of illegal shooting through NMFS’ enforcement hotline
f. 4.1 Protect Steller sea lions from disease
g. 4.2 Protect sea lions from contaminants

