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Alaska Fisheries Science Center
National Marine Mammal Laboratory
7600 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, Washington 98115-0070
(206) 526-4016	FAX: 526-6615
e-mail:  John.Bengtson@noaa.gov
5 July 2011	F/AKC3: HRH
MEMORANDUM FOR:	F/PR1 – Michael Payne

FROM:	F/AKC3 –John Bengtson
SUBJECT:	Request to allow documentary filming under MMPA Permit No. 13430.
This is a request to allow documentary filming under Permit No. 13430.  
A film crew from French TV FCA would like to join Harriet Huber, Steve Jeffries, and Dyanna Lambourn during a collaborative project of harbor seal observations by NMFS and WDFW for 2-4 days between 3-17 August 2011.  
The film crew consists of Cecile Favier (Director) and one cameraman. 
This film crew is hoping to document the demography and genetics of Gertrude Island harbor seals for their Guardians of Nature series. The first two years of the Guardians of Nature series featured 60 documentaries shot all over the world and broadcast on the National Geographic channel, TFI network,  Ushuaia TV, and various overseas channels like ZDF Germany.  Series III will include Washington State and British Columbia in North America.
There will be no handling of live seals as it is the pupping/breeding season.  The documentary crew will be in boats (run by researchers) or in a blind filming scientists doing field observations and harbor seals.  If a necropsy is performed it will be done at the NMML facilities. The documentary is filmed in High Definition and the goal is to present 4 to 5 complementary sequences on experts who work on preservation of nature.  The harbor seal section will take up 6-10 minutes of the hour long documentary.
As per the scientific permit conditions, their presence will not participate in research or influence the conduct of the research in any way or result in the takes of protected species.  
The film makers will ensure the film is approved for use before it is presented to the public, and will include a credit acknowledging that the research was conducted under this permit issued by NMFS under the authority of the MMPA and/or the ESA.
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